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WorldCat Search API for OCLC Member Institutions 

Terms and Conditions 

Use of the WorldCat Search API (“the Service”) is subject to any existing agreements between the named Institution 
and OCLC.  In addition, the following Terms & Conditions shall apply, and Institution’s use of the Service signifies 
acceptance of the below Terms and Conditions: 

• OCLC has or will provide Institution with a Web service key (“WSKey”) to access the Service.  Institution may 
not disclose, transfer, share or provide any third party with access to the WSKey, except for the sole purpose 
of allowing that third party to provide work or services directly on behalf of Institution.  Institution is responsible 
for all activities that occur with Institution’s WSKey. Institution must immediately notify OCLC by email at 
WCAPIRegister@oclc.org of any actual or potential unauthorized use or access of Institution’s WSKey or if 
the WSKey has been disclosed, lost or stolen.  OCLC reserves the right to immediately suspend Institution’s 
access to the Service, without prior notification, if OCLC, in its sole discretion, believes unauthorized use or 
access of the WSKey or the Service has occurred.   

• Bibliographic records and holdings information are only to be used for discovery purposes. 
• Use of the Service must be in accordance with the WorldCat Rights and Responsibilities for the OCLC 

Cooperative. A current version may be found at http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/recorduse/policy/default.htm.  
• Without a separate, written agreement with OCLC, the Service cannot be used for, or in conjunction with 

commercial purposes, including but not limited to, fee-based services or services that obtain advertising 
revenue.  

• Use of the WorldCat Search API in connection with the creation or support of the transmission of unsolicited, 
commercial email is expressly prohibited.  

• Discovery cannot be used as part of the cataloging process.  
• The appropriate level of service requirements must be maintained by the qualifying Institution. (Information 

may be found at http://oclc.org/developer/documentation/worldcat-search-api/service-levels)  
• Institution will include, display and maintain the following link back to WorldCat.org  on any Institution website 

that uses the Service: (“This site uses WorldCat” available at http://www.oclc.org/developer/badges) 
• To the extent these Terms and Conditions conflict with the terms and conditions of other agreements between 

OCLC and Institution, these terms and conditions shall prevail.  
• OCLC reserves the right to modify these Terms and Conditions, and/or the Service at any time.  
• OCLC further reserves the right to determine whether or not the Requestor and/or Institution are eligible to 

make use of WorldCat Search API and to refuse access to the Service in OCLC's sole discretion.  
• The WorldCat Search API is provided "AS IS" and Institution’s use of and reliance on the Service is solely at 

INSTITUTION’S own risk. OCLC does not warrant the completeness, performance or accuracy of the Service. 
OCLC AND ITS AFFILIATES DISCLAIM ALL WARRANTIES, EXPRESS AND IMPLIED, CONCERNINGTHE 
WORLDCAT SEARCH API, INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR USE AND NONINFRINGEMENT.  IN NO EVENT 
SHALL OCLC OR ITS AFFILIATES HAVE ANY LIABILITY WHATSOEVER FOR, AND INSTITUTION 
HEREBY EXPRESSLY RELEASES OCLC AND ITS AFFILIATES FROM DAMAGES OR LIABILITY OF ANY 
KIND ARISING FROM CLAIMS RELATED TO THE WORLDCAT SEARCH API OR ANY ACT 
UNDERTAKEN OR OMISSION MADE IN CONNECTION WITH THIS AGREEMENT, REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER OR NOT OCLC HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. 

• For WorldCat Search API production level access only (i.e., this does not apply to “test” or “Sandbox keys), 
the Requestor above acknowledges that he/she is an employee of the named institution, and intends to use 
the Service solely for that Institution's needs.  
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